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Texas FCIC Assists Odessa PD and Other Law Enforcement Agencies in Fuel Theft 
Arrests 

AUSTIN – The Texas Financial Crimes Intelligence Center (FCIC) assisted the Odessa Police Department in a 
large organized fuel theft case that resulted in the arrests of three men in Odessa on Wednesday, July 6. 
Other agencies who worked on the investigation include the Ector County Sheriff's Office and the Texas 
Comptroller’s Office. 

The FCIC provided intelligence and investigative guidance to the agencies that assisted them in assembling 
enough information to charge the men with Engaging in Organized Criminal activity. They are accused of 
stealing 300 gallons of fuel at an Odessa convenience store by tampering with the fuel pump metering 
system. Investigators believe the men also were involved in stealing more than 3,600 gallons of fuel in 
other incidents, and are likely to be related to much more. This investigation is ongoing and is believed to 
involve other actors and other jurisdictions. 

“Fuel thefts involving the manipulation of the pumps internal metering systems are increasing dramatically 
across the state. These thefts are coordinated efforts by organized crime groups, and account for millions of 
dollars in losses. The subjects perpetrating these crimes travel throughout the state, crossing law 
enforcement jurisdictional boundaries, which adds to the difficulty in running coordinated investigations. 
The Texas FCIC helps to coordinate and de-conflict, these investigations statewide, and often nationwide, 
while providing investigative assistance and analysis.” said Adam Colby, the FCIC’s Chief Intelligence 
Coordinator. 

The investigation continues. Anyone who might have information that could be helpful in the investigation 
should call the Odessa Crime Stoppers tip line at 432-333-TIPS. 

TDLR regulates motor fuel metering and quality and collects consumer complaints and merchant reports 
related to credit card skimmers, and the FCIC is part of TDLR’s regulatory responsibilities. The FCIC 
coordinates and de-conflicts law enforcement investigations in Texas and elsewhere. The Texas FCIC 
conducts, assists, and advises in financial crimes investigations. The FCIC staff also possess years of 
experience and specialized knowledge on skimming and fuel theft criminal operations. The Smith County 

mailto:tela.mange@tdlr.texas.gov
mailto:media.inquiries@tdlr.texas.gov
http://www.tdlr.texas.gov/
https://www.facebook.com/TDLRLicense/
https://twitter.com/tdlrlicense
https://www.linkedin.com/in/texas-department-of-licensing-and-regulation-b42310163/


 

 
Texas Department of Licensing and Regulation 

920 Colorado St.  
Austin, Texas 78701 

Phone: (800) 803-9202 
  

  
 

  
 

Contact: Tela Mange | Public Information Officer | Texas Department of Licensing & Regulation 
512-463-3208| tela.mange@tdlr.texas.gov | media.inquiries@tdlr.texas.gov | www.tdlr.texas.gov  
TDLR Customer Service | (512) 463-6599 | Toll-Free (in Texas) | (800) 803-9202 | Relay Texas-TDD: (800) 735-2989 

                                              Follow us on Facebook, Twitter and LinkedIn 

District Attorney’s Office runs day-to-day operations at the FCIC, while TDLR reimburses Smith County for 
operating expenses related to the Center.  

About TDLR 
TDLR provides regulatory oversight for a broad range of occupations, businesses, facilities, and equipment in 
Texas. The agency protects the health and safety of Texans by ensuring they are served by qualified, licensed 
professionals. Inspections of individuals, businesses, and equipment are done on a regular basis to 
safeguard the public. Currently, the agency regulates 37 business and occupational licensing programs with 
almost 1,000,000 licensees across the state.  
 
Visit TDLR’s website for more information and resources. You can search the TDLR licensee database, and 
also find past violations in which a final order was issued against companies or individuals. TDLR’s Customer 
Service line is available anytime between 7 a.m. until 6 p.m., Monday through Friday, at 1-800-803-9202. 
TDLR representatives are fluent in English, Spanish and Vietnamese.  
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